






































































































































































 

84



 

 

APPENDIX B 
 

FTA Section 5303 Grant Application for Fiscal Year 
2010/11 
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RESOLUTION 10-02 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE LEE COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING 
ORGANIZATION AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF A GRANT APPLICATION FOR 

FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE AUTHORIZED BY 40 U.S.C. 
CHAPTER 53, TITLE 23 UNITED STATED CODE, AND OTHER FEDERAL 

STATUTES ADMINISTERED BY THE FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION. 
 

Whereas, the Federal Transit Administration has been delegated authority to award Federal 
financial assistance for a transportation project; and  
 
Whereas, the grant or cooperative agreement for Federal financial assistance will impose 
certain obligations upon the Applicant, and may require the Applicant to provide the local share 
of the project cost; and 
 
Whereas, the Applicant has or will provide all annual certifications and assurances to the 
Federal Transit Administration required for the project; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lee County Metropolitan Planning Organization: 
 

1. That the Chairperson or Vice-Chairperson is hereby authorized to execute and file an 
application for Federal assistance on behalf of the Lee County Metropolitan Planning 
Organization with the Federal Transit Administration, through the Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT), for Federal assistance authorized by 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53, Title 
23, United States Code, of other Federal Statutes authorizing a project administered by 
the Federal Transit Administration. 
 

2. That the Chairperson or Vice-Chairperson is hereby authorized to execute and file with 
such grant application, through the FDOT, the annual certifications and assurances and 
other documents the Federal Transit Administration requires before awarding a Federal 
assistance grant or cooperative agreement; 
 

3. That the Lee County MPO Director and the LeeTran Director are authorized to furnish 
such additional information as the Federal Transit Administration may require in 
connection with the grant agreement for the program of projects: 

 
PASSED AND DULY ADOPTED this 14th day of May 2010. 

LEE COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

 
_________________________________________ 

Commissioner Ray Judah, MPO Chairman 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
Donald Scott, Lee County MPO Director 
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APPLICATION FOR    Version 7/03 
 FEDERAL ASSISTANCE   2. DATE SUBMITTED  Applicant Identifier 

 1. TYPE OF SUBMISSION:  
  Application   Pre-application 

 3. DATE RECEIVED BY STATE  State Application Identifier 

 �  Construction  �  Construction 
 �  Non-Construction  � Non-Construction 

 4. DATE RECEIVED BY FEDERAL AGENCY  Federal Identifier 

 5. APPLICANT INFORMATION 
 Organizational Unit:  Legal Name:  
 Department: 

 Organizational DUNS:  Division: 

 Address: 
 Street: 

 Name and telephone number of person to be contacted on matters 
 involving this application (give area code) 

  Prefix:  First Name: 

 City:  Middle Name 

 County:  Last Name 

 State:  Zip Code  Suffix: 

 Country:  Email: 

 6. EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NUMBER (EIN): 

   ��-������� 
 Phone Number (give area code)  Fax Number (give area code) 

 8. TYPE OF APPLICATION: 
 � New � Continuation � Revision

 7. TYPE OF APPLICANT:  (See back of form for Application Types) 
If Revision, enter appropriate letter(s) in box(es) 
(See back of form for description of letters.) 
  � � Other (specify) 

 Other (specify)  9. NAME OF FEDERAL AGENCY: 

 10.  CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE NUMBER: 

��-���
 TITLE (Name of Program):  

 12. AREAS AFFECTED BY PROJECT (Cities, Counties, States, etc.): 

 11. DESCRIPTIVE TITLE OF APPLICANT’S PROJECT: 

  

 13. PROPOSED PROJECT  14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: 
 Start Date:  Ending Date:  a. Applicant  b. Project 

 15. ESTIMATED FUNDING:  16. IS APPLICATION SUBJECT TO REVIEW BY STATE EXECUTIVE 
ORDER 12372 PROCESS?

 a.  Federal $ .00

 b. Applicant $ .00

 a. Yes.  � THIS PREAPPLICATION/APPLICATION WAS MADE 
AVAILABLE TO THE STATE EXECUTIVE ORDER 12372 
PROCESS FOR REVIEW ON 

 c. State $ .00  DATE: 

 d. Local $ .00

 b. No.    � PROGRAM IS NOT COVERED BY E. O. 12372 

 e. Other $ .00

              � OR PROGRAM HAS NOT BEEN SELECTED BY STATE 
FOR REVIEW

 f. Program Income $ .00  17. IS THE APPLICANT DELINQUENT ON ANY FEDERAL DEBT? 

 g. TOTAL $ .00

  � Yes If “Yes” attach an explanation. � No 

 18. TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF, ALL DATA IN THIS APPLICATION/PREAPPLICATION ARE TRUE AND CORRECT.  THE 
DOCUMENT HAS BEEN DULY AUTHORIZED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE APPLICANT AND THE APPLICANT WILL COMPLY WITH THE  
ATTACHED ASSURANCES IF THE ASSISTANCE IS AWARDED. 
 a. Authorized Representative  
 Prefix  First Name Middle Name 

 Last Name Suffix 

b. Title c. Telephone Number (give area code) 

d. Signature of Authorized Representative e. Date Signed 

Previous Edition Usable 
Authorized for Local Reproduction

Standard Form 424 (Rev.9-2003)
Prescribed by OMB Circular A-102

89



INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE SF-424 
 

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 45 minutes per response, including time for reviewing 
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of 
information. Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for 
reducing this burden, to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (0348-0043), Washington, DC 20503.  
 
PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET. SEND IT TO THE 
ADDRESS PROVIDED BY THE SPONSORING AGENCY. 

 
This is a standard form used by applicants as a required face sheet for pre-applications and applications submitted for Federal 
assistance. It will be used by Federal agencies to obtain applicant certification that States which have established a review and comment 
procedure in response to Executive Order 12372 and have selected the program to be included in their process, have been given an 
opportunity to review the applicant’s submission. 

 
Item: Entry: Item: Entry: 
1. Select Type of Submission. 11. Enter a brief descriptive title of the project. If more than one 

program is involved, you should append an explanation on a 
separate sheet. If appropriate (e.g., construction or real 
property projects), attach a map showing project location. For 
preapplications, use a separate sheet to provide a summary 
description of this project. 

2. Date application submitted to Federal agency (or State if applicable) 
and applicant’s control number (if applicable). 

12. List only the largest political entities affected (e.g., State, 
counties, cities). 

3.  State use only (if applicable). 13 Enter the proposed start date and end date of the project. 

4. Enter Date Received by Federal Agency 
Federal identifier number:  If this application is a continuation or 
revision to an existing award, enter the present Federal Identifier 
number.  If for a new project, leave blank.  

14. List the applicant’s Congressional District and any District(s) 
affected by the program or project 

5. Enter legal name of applicant, name of primary organizational unit 
(including division, if applicable), which will undertake the 
assistance activity, enter the organization’s DUNS number 
(received from Dun and Bradstreet), enter the complete address of 
the applicant (including country), and name, telephone number, e-
mail and fax of the person to contact on matters related to this 
application. 

15 Amount requested or to be contributed during the first 
funding/budget period by each contributor. Value of in kind 
contributions should be included on appropriate lines as 
applicable. If the action will result in a dollar change to an 
existing award, indicate only the amount of the change. For 
decreases, enclose the amounts in parentheses. If both basic 
and supplemental amounts are included, show breakdown on 
an attached sheet. For multiple program funding, use totals 
and show breakdown using same categories as item 15. 

6. Enter Employer Identification Number (EIN) as assigned by the 
Internal Revenue Service. 

16. Applicants should contact the State Single Point of Contact 
(SPOC) for Federal Executive Order 12372 to determine 
whether the application is subject to the State 
intergovernmental review process. 

7. Select the appropriate letter in 
the space provided. 

A. State 
B. County 
C. Municipal  
D. Township 
E. Interstate 
F. Intermunicipal 
G. Special District  
H. Independent School 

District 

 
I. State Controlled 

Institution of Higher 
Learning 

J. Private University 
K. Indian Tribe 
L. Individual 
M. Profit Organization 
N. Other (Specify) 
O. Not for Profit 

Organization 

17. This question applies to the applicant organization, not the 
person who signs as the authorized representative. Categories 
of debt include delinquent audit disallowances, loans and 
taxes. 

8. Select the type from the following list: 
• "New" means a new assistance award. 
• “Continuation” means an extension for an additional 

funding/budget period for a project with a projected completion 
date. 

• “Revision” means any change in the Federal Government’s 
financial obligation or contingent liability from an existing 
obligation. If a revision enter the appropriate letter: 

A. Increase Award          B. Decrease Award 
                        C. Increase Duration       D. Decrease Duration 

18 To be signed by the authorized representative of the applicant. 
A copy of the governing body’s authorization for you to sign 
this application as official representative must be on file in the 
applicant’s office. (Certain Federal agencies may require that 
this authorization be submitted as part of the application.) 

9. Name of Federal agency from which assistance is being requested 
with this application.  

  

10. Use the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance number and title of 
the program under which assistance is requested.  

 
SF-424 (Rev. 7-97) Back 
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APPENDIX A 

FEDERAL FISCAL YEAR 2010 CERTIFICATIONS AND ASSURANCES FOR 
FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 

(Signature page alternative to providing Certifications and Assurances in TEAM-Web) 
 

Name of Applicant: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
The Applicant agrees to comply with applicable provisions of Categories 01 – 24. ______ 

OR 
The Applicant agrees to comply with applicable provisions of the Categories it has selected: 
 

Category Description  
   

01. Assurances Required For Each Applicant. ________ 
   

02. Lobbying. ________ 
   

03. Procurement Compliance. ________ 
   

04. Protections for Private Providers of Public Transportation. ________ 
   

05. Public Hearing. ________ 
   

06. Acquisition of Rolling Stock for Use in Revenue Service. ________ 
   

07. Acquisition of Capital Assets by Lease. ________ 
   

08. Bus Testing. ________ 
   

09. Charter Service Agreement. ________ 
   

10. School Transportation Agreement. ________ 
   

11. Demand Responsive Service. ________ 
   

12. Alcohol Misuse and Prohibited Drug Use. ________ 
   

13. Interest and Other Financing Costs. ________ 
   

14. Intelligent Transportation Systems. ________ 
   

15. Urbanized Area Formula Program. ________ 
   

16. Clean Fuels Grant Program. ________ 
   

17. Elderly Individuals and Individuals with Disabilities Formula Program and Pilot Program. ________ 
   

18. Nonurbanized Area Formula Program for States. ________ 
   

19. Job Access and Reverse Commute Program. ________ 
   

20. New Freedom Program. ________ 
   

21. Paul S. Sarbanes Transit in Parks Program. ________ 
   

22. Tribal Transit Program.  
   

23. Infrastructure Finance Projects. ________ 
   

24. Deposits of Federal Financial Assistance to a State Infrastructure Banks. ________ 
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APPENDIX A 

FEDERAL FISCAL YEAR 2010 FTA CERTIFICATIONS AND ASSURANCES SIGNATURE PAGE
(Required of all Applicants for FTA assistance and all FTA Grantees with an active capital or formula project) 

 
AFFIRMATION OF APPLICANT 

 
Name of Applicant: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name and Relationship of Authorized Representative: _________________________________________________ 
 
BY SIGNING BELOW, on behalf of the Applicant, I declare that the Applicant has duly authorized me to make 
these certifications and assurances and bind the Applicant's compliance. Thus, the Applicant agrees to comply with 
all Federal statutes and  regulations, and follow applicable Federal directives, and comply with the certifications and 
assurances as indicated on the foregoing page applicable to each application it makes to the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) in Federal Fiscal Year 2010. 
 
FTA intends that the certifications and assurances the Applicant selects on the other side of this document, as 
representative of the certifications and assurances in this document, should apply, as provided, to each project for 
which the Applicant seeks now, or may later, seek FTA assistance during Federal Fiscal Year 2010. 
 
The Applicant affirms the truthfulness and accuracy of the certifications and assurances it has made in the 
statements submitted herein with this document and any other submission made to FTA, and acknowledges that the 
Program Fraud Civil Remedies Act of 1986, 31 U.S.C. 3801 et seq., and implementing U.S. DOT regulations, 
"Program Fraud Civil Remedies," 49 CFR part 31 apply to any certification, assurance or submission made to FTA. 
The criminal provisions of 18 U.S.C. 1001 apply to any certification, assurance, or submission made in connection 
with a Federal public transportation program authorized in 49 U.S.C. chapter 53 or any other statute  
 
In signing this document, I declare under penalties of perjury that the foregoing certifications and assurances, and 
any other statements made by me on behalf of the Applicant are true and correct. 
 
Signature____________________________________________________________      Date:  _________________ 
 
Name_______________________________________________________________ 
Authorized Representative of Applicant 
 

AFFIRMATION OF APPLICANT'S ATTORNEY 
 
For (Name of Applicant): ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
As the undersigned Attorney for the above named Applicant, I hereby affirm to the Applicant that it has authority 
under State, local, or tribal government law, as applicable, to make and comply with the certifications and 
assurances as indicated on the foregoing pages. I further affirm that, in my opinion, the certifications and assurances 
have been legally made and constitute legal and binding obligations on the Applicant.  
 
I further affirm to the Applicant that, to the best of my knowledge, there is no legislation or litigation pending or 
imminent that might adversely affect the validity of these certifications and assurances, or of the performance of the 
project. 
 
Signature____________________________________________________________      Date:  _________________ 
 
Name_______________________________________________________________         
Attorney for Applicant 
 
Each Applicant for FTA financial assistance and each FTA Grantee with an active capital or formula project must provide an Affirmation of 
Applicant’s Attorney pertaining to the Applicant’s legal capacity. The Applicant may enter its signature in lieu of the Attorney’s signature, 
provided the Applicant has on file this Affirmation, signed by the attorney and dated this Federal fiscal year. 
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Technical Classifications:

44.21.00 Program Support and Administration 30,000.00$                     
44.22.00 General Development and Comprehensive Planning 10,000.00$                     
44.23.01 Long Range Transportation Planning - System Level
44.23.02 Long Range Transportation Planning - Project Level 23,000.00$                     
44.24.00 Short Range Transportation Planning
44.25.00 Transportation Improvement Program 15,000.00$                     
44.26.00 Planning Emphasis Areas
44.26.12 Coordination of Non-Emergency Human Service Transportation 29,667.00$                     
44.26.13 Participation for Transit Operators in Metropolitan Planning
44.26.14 Planning for Transit Systems Management/Ops to Increase Ridership 12,000.00$                     
44.26.15 Support Transit Capital Investment Decision through Planning 15,000.00$                     
44.26.16 Incorporating Safety & Security in Transportation Planning 6,000.00$                       
44.27.00 Other Activities 

Total Net Project Costs 140,667.00$                   

Accounting Classifications

44.30.01 Personnel 84,400.20$                     
44.30.02 Fringe Benefits 56,266.80$                     
44.30.03 Travel
44.30.04 Equipment
44.30.05 Supplies
44.30.06 Contractual
44.30.07 Other
44.30.08 Indirect Charges

Total Net Project Costs 140,667.00$                   

Fund Allocations

44.40.01 MPO Activities -$                               
44.40.02 Transit Operator Activities 140,667.00$                   
44.40.03 State and/or Local Agency Activities

Total Net Project Costs 140,667.00$                   

Section 5303
GMIS PLANNING LINE ITEM CODES

(FTA Funds Only)
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FY 2010/2011 (total dollars)

Technical Classifications:

44.21.00 Program Support and Administration 37,500.00$                    
44.22.00 General Development and Comprehensive Planning 12,500.00$                    
44.23.01 Long Range Transportation Planning - System Level
44.23.02 Long Range Transportation Planning - Project Level 28,750.00$                    
44.24.00 Short Range Transportation Planning
44.25.00 Transportation Improvement Planning 18,750.00$                    
44.26.00 Planning Emphasis Areas
44.26.12 Coordination of Non-Emergency Human Services Transportation 29,583.00$                    
44.26.13 Participation of Transit Operators in Metropolitan Planning
44.26.14 Planning for Transit Systems Management/Ops to Increase Ridership 15,000.00$                    
44.26.15 Support Transit Capital Investment Decisions through Planning 18,750.00$                    
44.26.16 Incorporating Safety & Security in Transp Planning 7,500.00$                      
44.27.00 Other Activities 

Total Net Project Cost 168,333.00$                  
Accounting Classifications

44.30.01 Personnel 105,499.80$                  
44.30.02 Fringe Benefits 70,333.20$                    
44.30.03 Travel
44.30.04 Equipment
44.30.05 Supplies
44.30.06 Contractual
44.30.07 other
44.30.08 Indirect Charges

Total Net Project Cost 175,833.00$                  

Fund Allocations:

44.40.01 MPO Activities -$                               
44.40.02 Transit Operators Activities 175,833.00$                  
44.40.03 State and or Local Agency Activities -$                               

Total Net Project Cost 175,833.00$                  

Federal Share (80%) 140,666.40$                  
Local Share (20%) 35,166.60$                    

Accounting FPC Description Amount
Clarification

91.37.08.8P-2 02 Technical Studies - Planning 175,833.00$                  

USC 5303
APPROVED PROJECT BUDGET for FY 2010/11
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FEDERAL FY 2010-11 CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING 

 

Certification for Contracts, Grants, Loans, and Cooperative Agreements 

 

The undersigned certifies, to the best of her or his knowledge and belief, that: 

 

(1) No federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the 

undersigned, to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or 

employee of any agency, a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any 

Federal Contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the 

entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, 

amendment, or modification of any Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative 

agreement. 

 

(2) If any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any 

person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, 

a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a 

Member of Congress, in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or 

cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, 

“Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying,” in accordance with its instructions. 

 

(3) The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the 

award documents for all subawards at all tiers (including subcontracts, subgrants, and 

contracts under grants, loans, cooperative agreements) and that all subrecipients shall 

certify and disclose accordingly. 

 

This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed 

when this transaction was made or entered into.  Submission of this certification is a 

prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction imposed by Section 1352, Title 31, 

U.S. Code.  Any person who fails to file the required certification shall be subject to a civil 

penalty of not less than $10,000.00 and not more that $100,000.00 for each such failure. 

 

 

 

____________________________  ______________________________ 

Date       Chairperson for the MPO 
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FEDERAL FY 2010-11 DEBARMENT AND SUSPENSION CERTIFICATION 

 

 

As required by U.S. Regulations on Government wide Debarment and Suspension (Non-

procurement) at 49 CFR 29.510 

 

(1) The Metropolitan Planning Organization hereby certifies to the best of its knowledge and belief, 

that it and its principles: 

 

(a) Are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or 

voluntarily excluded from covered transactions by any federal department or agency; 

 

(b) Have not within a three-year period preceding this proposal been convicted of or had a 

civil judgment rendered against them for commission of fraud or a criminal offense in 

connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or performing a public (Federal, state 

or local) transaction or contract under a public transaction; violation of Federal or state 

antitrust statutes; or commission of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification 

or destruction of records, making false statements or receiving stolen property; 

 

(c) Are not presently indicted for or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a 

governmental entity (Federal, state or local) with commission of any of the offenses 

listed in paragraph (b) of this certification; and, 

 

(d) Have not within a three-year period preceding this certification had one or more public 

transactions (Federal, state or local) terminated for cause or default. 

 

(2) The Metropolitan Planning Organization also hereby certifies that if, later, it becomes aware of 

any information contradicting the statements of paragraphs (a) through (d) above, it will 

promptly provide that information to the U.S. DOT. 

 

 

 

______________________________  ____________________ 

Chairperson for the MPO    Date  
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Joint Certification Statement on the Metropolitan 
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JOINT CERTIFICATION STATEMENT ON THE METROPOLITAN 
TRANSPORTATION PLANNING PROCESS 

 
 

Pursuant to the requirements of 23 U.S.C. 134 (k)(5), 23 CFR 450.334(a), the Department and the MPO 
have performed a review of the certification status of the metropolitan transportation planning process for 
the Lee County Metropolitan Planning Organization with respect to the requirements of: 
 
1. 23 U.S.C. 134 and 49 U.S.C. 5303; 
 
2. Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended (42 U.S.C. 2000d-1) and 49 C.F.R. Part 21 
 
3. 49 U.S.C. 5332 prohibiting discrimination on the basis of race, color, creed, national origin, sex, or age 
in employment or business opportunity; 
 
4. Section 1101(b) of SAFETEA-LU (Public Law 109-59) and 49 C.F.R. Part 26 regarding the involvement 
of disadvantaged business enterprises in USDOT funded projects; 
 
5. 23 C.F.R. Part 230 regarding the implementation of an equal employment opportunity program on 
Federal and Federal-aid highway construction contracts; 
 
6. The provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.) and the 
regulations found in 49 C.F.R. Parts 27, 37, and 38; 
 
7. The Older Americans Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 6101) prohibiting discrimination on the basis of age 
in programs or activities receiving Federal financial assistance; 
 
8. Section 324 of 23 U.S.C. regarding the prohibition of discrimination on the basis of gender; and 
 
9. Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794) and 49 C.F.R. Part 27 regarding 
discrimination against individuals with disabilities.  Included in this certification package is a summary of 
noteworthy achievements by the MPO, attachments associated with these achievements, and a list of any 
recommendations and/or corrective actions. The contents of this Joint Certification Package have been 
reviewed by the MPO and accurately reflect the results of the joint certification review meeting held on 
January 11, 2010. 
 
 
 
 
 
Based on a joint review and evaluation, the Florida Department of Transportation and the Lee County 
Metropolitan Planning Organization recommend that the Metropolitan Planning Process for the Lee 
County Metropolitan Planning Organizations be certified with conditions. 
 
________________________________  ____________________ 
District Secretary (or designee)    Date 
 
________________________________  ____________________ 
MPO Chairman (or designee)    Date 
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On January 11, 2010, the Lee County Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and the Florida 
Department of Transportation (FDOT) District One conducted a joint certification review based upon the 
process outlined in the FDOT Metropolitan Planning Organization Program Management Handbook.  This 
review addressed all of the planning requirements mandated by law referenced in the Joint Certification 
Statement and the questions outlined in Section 7.11 of the MPO Handbook. 
 
As a result of the review, both the MPO and FDOT staff agree the Lee Metropolitan Planning 
Organization’s metropolitan planning process should be conditionally certified.  Below is a list of 
noteworthy achievements, as well as corrective actions and recommendations that must be addressed by 
the MPO: 
 
NOTEWORTHY ACHIEVEMENTS 
 
Public Involvement Plan 

 The MPO has continued its efforts to further involve the public in the transportation decision 
making process. Recent examples include the public participation over the last year and half 
dealing with the development and prioritization of a comprehensive list of projects to tap into 
funding through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. The public has been continuously 
informed through many different forms including notifications, e-mails, mailings, documents 
placed in the library system, the website, interviews that have been given by MPO staff to the 
media, presentations to community forums and telephone conversations.   

 
 Other examples where public involvement was pursued during the last year include during the 

adoption of the current TIP and subsequent TIP amendments throughout the year, the update of 
the Public Involvement Plan, the development of the Limited English Proficiency Plan, the 
ongoing development of the 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan and the development of the 
Congestion Management Plan. Public involvement has also been pursued during the two joint 
Lee County and Collier meetings and for issues that will be discussed at the upcoming Lee-
Charlotte MPO meeting in March.   
 

 Public involvement was also pursued during the update of the Coordinated Human Services Plan 
and solicitation of JARC and New Freedom projects. The MPO and LeeTran conducted reviews 
through the Committee’s and two public workshops to discuss the application process and to help 
increase awareness of the program. In addition, a day was set aside to work with prospective 
applicants to help them improve their applications and to improve our chances at getting good 
projects to fund.  
 

 The MPO Staff completed the evaluation for 2009 and made some recommendations on what 
tasks can be done in the future to improve the MPO’s public outreach and involvement at the 
MPO meeting in January.     
 

 The MPO Staff continued the distribution of meeting agendas nine days in advance of the 
scheduled meeting dates to ensure that the public has adequate notice. MPO Staff is also posting 
Public Notices of the meetings in the News-press seven days before the scheduled meeting date 
and posting Public Notices with the local jurisdictions television stations for the Technical 
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Advisory Committee, Citizen Advisory Committee and Metropolitan Planning Organization Board 
meetings eight days before the scheduled meeting date. 
 

 MPO Staff has continuously been working to fill all vacant seats on all the different MPO 
Committees including adding requests to notifications that have been sent out over the last year 
and bringing up the vacancies at the Committee and Board meetings which in turn has helped fill 
several seats over the last few months.   

 
 The MPO continues to update its website regularly and is now in the process of changing the look 

and layout to help increase interest and traffic on the website. Many of the improvements are 
being driven by comments that we have received from the public looking for items over the last 
two years. The website (http://www.mpo-swfl.org) serves as a vehicle for public notices for 
transportation issues, MPO and committee meeting notices and agendas and MPO planning 
documents for easy access and use.  

 
 The MPO also developed Joint Collier and Lee County Long Range Transportation Plan web 

pages to give one location that can be used to inform the public and other agencies of the 
ongoing project to update the LRTP to 2035. This page is also being revised based on comments 
received to improve the format and to increase the ease of use and traffic. 
 

 The MPO also conducted two different surveys over the last year to gain public input, the first 
being the Congestion Management surveys that were also revised this last year to ask questions 
of truckers for the use in the Goods and Freight study. The second survey was a telephone 
survey for the development of the Transit Authority that gave staff a good indication of public 
opinion on congestion, the current transit system and future transit planning such as rail options.  

 
Regional Coordination 
 

 The MPO continues to participate in a number of regional planning meetings including 
Coordinated Urban Transportation Studies (CUTS), Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council 
(SWFRPC), Continuing Florida Aviations Systems Planning Process (CFASPP), Southwest 
Florida Expressway Authority (SWFEA) and joint Lee and Collier TAC, CAC, Bike/Pedestrian and 
MPO meetings. In addition, the MPO has attended model development meetings with Hendry 
County and is currently coordinating on the future bicycle/pedestrian plans to ensure coordinated 
facilities. The Lee and Charlotte/Punta-Gorda MPO are currently working on Joint agreements 
and have been coordinating on joint issues at the TAC level in preparation of a Joint MPO 
meeting in March of 2010. Also, the Lee MPO has been coordinating project issues with the 
neighboring Counties such as the future plans for the Seminole Gulf Rail corridor that extends 
from north Collier to Desoto County.    

 
 Pursuant to the joint planning coordination agreement, the Lee and Collier MPOs have adopted a 

Joint Bi-County regional network which is the basis of a Joint Regional Multimodal Plan. We 
continue to periodically update the regional network including the addition of a pathways 
component. The two MPO’s continue to work on Joint priorities for TRIP funds, SIS priorities, 
Regional Enhancement funds and any other opportunities that we can to gain funding for our 
regional priorities. In addition, the two MPO’s continue to coordinate on a transit connection 
between the two Counties.   

 
Long Range Transportation Plan 
 

 The Collier and Lee County MPOs are jointly working on the update of the Long Range 
Transportation Plan to 2035 using the same consultant and participating in each other’s 
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processes and meetings to ensure consistency. Both MPO’s will adopt their Plans a by December 
2010.   

 
 A standing joint Model Coordination Committee, comprising of representatives of the Collier 

County MPO, Lee County MPO, Collier County Department of Transportation, Lee County 
Department of Transportation, a City of Cape Coral representative, the Southwest Florida 
Regional Planning Council, a member of the transit agencies from LeeTran and CAT and FDOT, 
is overseeing and coordinating the development, validation, use, maintenance, and future 
improvement of the travel demand model. 
 

Multi-Modal Transportation Planning 
 

 The MPO staff has been working on the development of the Bicycle/Pedestrian Master Plan that 
is being done to identify the bicycle/pedestrian facilities that are needed on the arterials and 
collectors in the County. The MPO became Local Agency Project (LAP) certified for this project 
and was able to obtain $100,000 in enhancement funds to help fund a portion of the project.   

 
 The MPO staff and the Committee’s have worked together to develop a bicycle/pedestrian 

resolution to raise awareness of facility needs and to help guide what the MPO Board would like 
to see for facilities as projects get planned and implemented.  
 

 The development of a transit authority with the focus on providing funding to support and expand 
the current transit system has moved forward over the last year with the approval of the Interlocal 
Agreements, conducting the transit survey and finally a vote by the MPO Board to continue 
moving forward with development of a sales tax referendum in November of 2012. 
 

 The Lee County Goods and Freight Study was completed and adopted in November of 2009. The 
study determined where the freight is coming from and going to within the County and made 
recommendations that are being implemented through other MPO documents such as the Long 
Range Transportation Plan.     

 
Congestion Management Process (CMP) 
 

 The MPO has completed the development of a Congestion Management Process to address 
items that had not been included in the MPO’s adopted Congestion Management System. The 
CMP includes the implementation of performance measures to evaluate the effectiveness of the 
implemented projects and programs each year when the MPO develops the Congestion 
Monitoring Report (CMR). The CMR will also continue to contain the results of the public surveys 
that MPO does each year on congested locations and possible solutions.   
 

 The Lee County MPO has an ITS Stakeholders Committee (ITSSC) committed to enhancing 
the mobility and safety of people through the use and deployment of ITS applications and 
systems in Lee County and the surrounding areas. The Collier County MPO is also an 
associate ‘non-voting’ member providing opportunities for coordination and collaboration on 
projects of joint or regional interest.  
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Title VI Policy 
 

 The MPO continues to demonstrate its commitment to non-discrimination by inserting appropriate 
language in its consultant contracts when it conducted Requests for Proposals to hire on-call 
consultants. These contracts will continue to be reviewed and updated as necessary to ensure 
that all new Title VI language is incorporated and followed. The MPO is also now reporting the 
DBE payments on Bizweb for each of it’s contracts with DBE participation.     

 MPO Staff includes language on each agenda regarding Title VI requirements and includes the 
language in all public notices as well. 

 MPO Staff attended a Title VI Training Workshop on March 25, 2009 at the Florida Department of 
Transportation District 1 Office and another on April 7-8, 2009 in Tampa at the Florida 
Department of Transportation District 7 Auditorium. 

Bylaws 
 

 Last year, the MPO updated the bylaws of all its committees. It also developed new bylaws for 
the Traffic Signal Coordinating Committee, which is now called the Traffic Operations 
Coordinating Committee, to keep up with the expanding role of this committee.  The bylaws were 
subsequently amended in February 2009. 

 
Funding and Grant Opportunities 
 

 Over the last year the MPO has been successful in getting additional funds to fund improvements 
and studies through the ARRA funds and from grant requests. The MPO have worked 
continuously on production ready project lists starting back in November of 2008 and we have 
been able to fund more than $80 million dollars in projects including road widening band new 
construction, bicycle/pedestrian facilities, bridge improvements, intersection projects and transit 
projects. The MPO also submitted two TIGER grants, though both projects did not receive 
funding it has turned into the MPO receiving CIGP grant funding to fund half of a rail feasibility 
study which will be undertaken in 2011/2012. The MPO also received Enhancement funding to 
help fund the development of the Bicycle/Pedestrian Master Plan. Finally, the MPO continues to 
work with FDOT and the local jurisdictions to refine the production ready list for any additional 
funding opportunities that may occur, such as the Jobs for Main Street legislation. 

 
Joint Certification 
 

 On January 11, 2010, the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) and the Lee County MPO 
conducted a joint certification review of the Lee County MPO Planning Process.   

 
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS    
 

1. MPO Agreements: 
 
The MPO Staff Services Agreement is outdated and does not currently reflect the status and issues 
pertaining to the metropolitan area.  The MPO must revise its staff services agreement to reflect current 
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conditions and needs.  The revision of this agreement should address the structural needs for the MPO in 
carrying out its federally required tasks in a manner that is equitable and responsive to the entire 
Transportation Management Area (TMA), as well as consistency with Florida Statute 339.175, specifically 
Section 6(G).   

2. Local Coordinating Board Packets 

As per the Local Coordinating Board (LCB) and Planning Agency Operating Guidelines, particularly 
Chapter III, Administration of the Local Coordinating Board, Section C. Meeting Notices, sub-section 1. 
Full Board Meeting Notices, the MPO Shall give 2 week notice of the date, time, location and proposed 
agenda for the Local Coordinating Board meeting to Local Coordinating members, appropriated 
Commission for the Transportation Disadvantaged Regional Project Manager, other interest parties and 
news media.   
 
It is required that MPO staff ensure agenda packets are distributed in a timely fashion, as well as having 
meetings properly noticed per the requirements of the LCB and Planning Agency Operating Guidelines, 
Planning Grant Agreement and the MPO’s adopted Public Participation Plan.  At a minimum, all local 
coordinating board meetings and public hearings must be advertised in the Department of State’s Florida 
Administrative Weekly. 
 

3. Operating Procedure for Equipment Purchase, Maintenance & Disposal 
 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the FDOT require the MPO to maintain property 
records for all property obtained through federal funding.  A physical inventory of the property must be 
taken at least once every two years and the results reconciled with the property records.  Since 
equipment appeared on the 2009 inventory that was not included in the 2007 inventory, but was 
purchased prior to the 2007 date, it is required that the MPO develop a control system to safeguard the 
equipment and maintenance procedures that meet the requirements of 49.C.F.R. 18.32(d)(3) and (4).  In 
addition, the MPO Board shall adopt a procedure for disposal of equipment purchased with planning 
funds that is consistent with state laws and procedures according to 49 C.F.R. Part 18.32(e).   

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1.  Televising MPO Board meetings 
 
At several MPO Board meetings, it has been discussed by members of the public to make provisions for 
the MPO Board meetings to be available on the public television stations.   
 
Understanding the difficulties involved with televising the Board meetings (locations, dais, etc), it is 
recommended that the MPO continues to explore the possibility of either televising the meetings from 
their current location, possible relocation of the MPO Board meetings to a facility that can accommodate 
public broadcast, or potentially video-tape the meetings to be replayed on the public access television 
stations or other alternative broadcast. 
 

2. Administration of Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Section 5303 and Transportation 
Disadvantaged  

The MPO is the responsible planning agency for both the Federal Transit Section 5303 Transit Planning, 
as well as the Transportation Disadvantaged planning activities.  Since the MPO is responsible for the 
completion of the responsibilities of the planning agency, it is recommended that the MPO staff be more 
involved in each planning activity to ensure that all funds are expended and activities completed in 
compliance with all applicable federal, state, local or MPO regulations. 
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3. Public Involvement Plan 
 

The MPO should begin to utilize the Public Involvement Tools Evaluation portion of the Public 
Involvement Plan.  
 

4. Committee Participation Techniques 
 

The MPO should continue to evaluate and improve strategies to fill its committee vacancies in a timely 
manner.   
 

5. Disadvantaged Business Entity (DBE) Policy 
 
The MPO must comply with FDOT’s DBE Program as approved by the FHWA.  While the Lee MPO has 
adopted FDOT’s DBE Policy, the MPO must ensure that they are complying with the policy, including, but 
not limited to, actual payment reporting. 
 
   
 
 

105



 

106



 

 

APPENDIX D 
Lobbying Certification Statement 
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